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ministers, &c.; it need not be called such a loss neither.
Sist. Tis such a loss, brother, that if I were to live my days over again, I would not marry a man that made no profession of religion ; no ! though he had ten thousand pounds a year, and I had but a hundred pounds to my portion; nay, I think I would work for my bread, rather.
Bro. You lay a mighty stress upon these things.
Sist. Everybody, brother, that has any sense of the blessing of a religious family, must do so. Pray if the honouring and serving God be our wisdom, our duty, our felicity in this world, and our way to the next, what comfort, what happiness can there be, where these are wanting in the head of the family ?
Bro. It is better, to be sure, where they may be had; but to lay all the happiness of life upon it, as if a man or a woman could not be religious by themselves, without they were so both together, I do not see that; I think you carry it too far.
S-ist. I'll convince you that I do not carry it too far at all; I do not say a man or a woman may not be religious by themselves, though the husband or wife be not so; but I say, all the help and comfort of relative religion is lost; the benefit and value of which none knows, but they that enjoy it, or feel the want of it; but there is another loss, which I have not named, and which my heart bleeds in the sense of every day.
Bro. What's that, I wonder ?
Sist. Why, children, brother! children! You see I have five children: what dreadful work has this want of family religion made among my poor children!
Bro. Why, sir James did not hinder you instructing your children!